that He would grant you, according to
the riches of His glory, to be strength-
ened with might through His Spirit in
the inner man, that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith; that you,
being rooted and grounded in love, may
be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the width and length and
depth and height-- to know the love of
Christ which passes knowledge; that
you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.”

The apostle prayed that we might...

1. Be strengthened in our
“inner man,” that part of us
that makes life’s decisions.

2. Allow Christ to practically
dwell in our hearts, the
control center of our
affections and desires.

3. Berooted and grounded in
Christ’s love for us.

If by FAITH in what God has spoken, we
do this, God promises that we will be
“filled with the fullness of God.”

We may thus conclude that man’s
greatest need is to be filled with the love
of God! We may receive this filling from
God Himself by FAITH in what He has
said regarding His love for us. Only this

filling will satisfy our deep longing for
value.

Two aspects of our greatest

need

The only source of real love is God...
(1John 4:16) “So we know and believe
the love God has for us. God is love, and
he who abides in love abides in God,
and God abides in him.” There are two
aspects of the love of Christ to which
FAITH takes us. To be filled with the
fullness of God we must first receive
God'’s love and then, second, we must
give this received love to others...
(1John 4:8) “He who does not love does
not know God; for God is love.”

It is important to realize that we may
only give as much of God’s love as we
have received! Thus, by true Biblical
FAITH in what God has said, knowing (Ps
119:89) “Forever, O LORD, Your word is
settled in heaven,” we may comprehend
(grasp) the love of Christ for us and
thereby being “filled with the fullness of
God”...and then pass it on!
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Some people think that if
they sincerely hope for some-
thing long enough God is there-
by obligated to bring it to pass
because they think they have
faith. Others think that if they
follow the religious traditions
they have been taught that
they are exercising faith and
thus God will bless them.
However, in order to know the
truth about real FAITH we must
allow God Himself to define it
for us. To follow human
imaginations or man’s religious
teachings instead of what God
has told us and then expect Him
to favorably bless our error is
folly.




What is real Godly FAITH?

When considering the definition of
FAITH, many will quickly and rightfully
turn to...(Heb 11:1) “Now faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen”...but do we
really understand this God-given
definition?

A Bible concordance often gives us a
variety of English words that may be the
definition of a single Hebrew or Greek
word. For the word “substance” in the
above verse, the word “foundation” is an
alternate. For the word “evidence,” the
word “conviction” is an alternate.
Arbitrarily substituting these alternate
words in Hebrews 11:1, the verse
becomes, “Now faith is the foundation
of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.”

Depending on our individual understand-
ing of these words, we may perhaps
grasp the fact that true Biblical FAITH is
the very foundation of the things we
most hope for and the conviction that
they will come to fruition even though
we do not now see them.

What is the source of real
FAITH?

A very familiar verse tells us the
origin of true Biblical FAITH...(Ro
10:17) “So then faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the word of
God.” If we add to this another fact
from God’s word, we may grasp the
impact of that source of true FAITH...
(Isa 55:11) “So shall My word be that
goes forth from My mouth; It shall
not return to Me void, but it shall
accomplish what | please, and it
shall prosper in the thing for which |
sent it.”

GOD’S WORL

Thus we see that true Biblical FAITH
has the foundation of God Himself!
He has guaranteed that whatever He
has said will be performed. Our
FAITH thus comes from, and only
from, this most trustworthy
foundation... the word of God
Himself! FAITH does not come from
our hearts or man’s religious
traditions.

Where will true FAITH

lead us?

Two more verses of great import are
(Heb 10:38) “Now the just shall live
by faith: but if any man draw back,
my soul shall have no pleasure in
him” and (2Co 5:7) “For we walk by
faith, not by sight.”

By this we may conclude that
because FAITH is to be our constant
directive and guide, it must be taking
us somewhere of great value and
importance...and indeed it is!

What is man’s greatest

need?

The apostle Paul was directed by
God (remember Isa 55:11) to write
the following ... (Eph 3:14-19) “For
this reason | bow my knees to the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ...



