
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

NNNOOO   LLLOOONNNGGGEEERRR   AAA   CCCAAARRR   WWWIIITTTHHH   
SSSPPPIIINNNNNNIIINNNGGG   WWWHHHEEEEEELLLSSS   

 

I remember my life once a gang 
member and how many times I put my 
life on the line for the gang.  It took me 
a number of years to really take a very 
good look at myself.  My life was like a 
car spinning on its wheels with no 
promise or true direction.  

Once I had climbed up in ranks I 
learned something that gave me great 
sadness.  What it truly foreshadowed, 
“Evilness lurking its next victim from  
within” … homeboys, favoritism, 
protecting each other’s wrong doings.  

Slowly I began to feel sadness, 
not anger.  My sadness and that reality 
gave me the strength to step down.  I 
was once worried what would people 
think or say about me; the lies, slander 
and the propaganda that would follow.  
Later I came to find out I was not the 
only one and it really didn’t matter what 
people thought or said about me.  What 
mattered more was what did God think 
or had to say when I would have to face 
judgment in front of Him and not in 
front of man…“In regard to these, they 
think it strange that you do not run with 
them in the same flood of dissipation, 
speaking evil of you. They will give an 
account to Him who is ready to judge the 
living and the dead.”(1Peter 4:4-5) 

The Lord has been good to me.  
My life is no longer spinning as a car 
spins on its wheels.  I now have a  

 
 
 
 
 
 

purpose and direction and a light to see.  
I now trust the Lord with all my heart… 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and 
lean not on your own understanding; In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
 

 
 
God plans a good future for all 

who trust in Him and salvation will be 
forever…” Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new.”  
(2Corinthians 5:17)   

“Therefore humble yourselves under 
the mighty hand of God. That He may exalt 
you in due time.  Casting all your care upon 
Him for He cares for you.”  (1 Peter 5:5-6) 

And remember our God is a 
Jealous God who will not tolerate your 
affections for any other gods...” you 
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. 
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(Share this with a friend)  



For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 
God” (Exodus 20:5) and “No one can serve 
two masters.  For you will hate one and love 
the other.  You will be devoted to one and 
despise the other.  You cannot serve both 
God and money.  (Luke 16:13).  

When we examine our life closely 
we may feel cut off from God consid-
ering the scope of what we have done.  
We may feel unworthy to ask God for 
anything.  Maybe our sinful behaviors 
are despised as the lowest kind of evil 
by those whom we consider respectable.  
We may struggle with self-hatred.  Our 
genuine remorse may cause us to 
wonder if we ever dare approach God to 
ask for His help.  God welcomes us, 
even when we feel this way.  Jesus told 
this story in Luke 18:10-14 "Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood 
and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank 
You that I am not like other men--
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 
tithes of all that I possess.' And the tax 
collector, standing afar off, would not so 
much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat 
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!' I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other; for 
everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will 
be exalted."   

Tax collectors were among the 
most despised citizens in Jewish society.  
Pharisees, on the other hand, 
commanded the highest respect.  Jesus 
purposely chose this illustration to show 
that it doesn’t matter where we fit in 
society’s hierarchy.  It is the humble 
heart that opens the door to God’s 
forgiveness.  

Free yourself from sin with God, 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  With 
Him in your life all things are possible.  
“But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, 
‘With men this is impossible; but with God 
all things are possible’” (Matthew 19:26). 
Glory be to God!   

I now help facilitate a program for 
former gang members.  I am very 
grateful for the opportunity to be able to 
bear witness.  It also gave me 
understanding of values that I used to 
have that are no longer a part in the life 
I am living today.  It helped me to 
replace old values with spiritual ones. 
See Titus 3:2-5, and Colossians 3:1-17.  
I have been living a healthier life ever 
since.  The values and decisions I now 
make are definitely to do God’s will.   

Seek the kingdom of God above all 
else and live righteously and He will give 
you everything you need.  “But seek first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you” 
(Matthew 6:33).  Free yourself from sin… 
Romans 7:14-25.   

I encourage you to read the 
prayer of the Lord Jesus in John 17:1-25.  
He is our high priest and intercessor 
(Hebrews 8:1-6).  He makes God’s will 
known to us and our heartfelt needs 
known to God.  

People ask if I hate these people 
who would like to see me dead but I 
say, “No.”  I feel empathy and compass-
sion for them because they’ve not yet 
seen the light that I’ve seen.  I find I’m 
able to carry their hats.  Please read… 
2Corinthians 4:6, 2 Corinthians 5:15-18 
and John 8:12.  

God bless and be with you.  
Francisco Ybarra  

Federal Prison, New York 
 



 

XX--WWOORRDD  PPUUZZZZLLEE  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
AACCRROOSSSS  
11..  YYoouu  __  __  __  __  bbee  bboorrnn  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  eenntteerr  
GGoodd’’ss  kkiinnggddoomm..  
44..  MMoosseess  lliifftteedd  tthhiiss  uupp  iinn  tthhee  wwiillddeerrnneessss  
55..  UUnnbbeelliieevveerrss  aarree  aallrreeaaddyy  tthhiiss  
77..  NNaammee  ooff  tthhee  mmaann  ttaallkkiinngg  wwiitthh  JJeessuuss    
1100..  HHeeaarrtt  ffeelltt  bbeelliieeff  iinn  CChhrriisstt  ccaauusseess  tthhiiss  
kkiinndd  ooff  lliiffee..  
1111..  HHooww  ttoo  eenntteerr  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGoodd  
1122..  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  DDIIDD  ccoommee  ttoo  eeaarrtthh  ttoo  
ddoo  tthhiiss..  
DDOOWWNN  
11..  EEvviiddeennccee  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  wwaass  aa  tteeaacchheerr  
ccoommee  ffrroomm  GGoodd  
22..  GGoodd  ssoo  lloovveedd  tthhiiss  
33..  SSppiirriittuuaall  bbiirrtthh  ccaauusseess  __  __  __  __  __  __  
cchhiillddrreenn  
66..  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  ddiidd  NNOOTT  ccoommee  ttoo  eeaarrtthh  ttoo  
ddoo  tthhiiss..    
88..  FFlleesshh  bbiirrtthh  ccaauusseess    __  __  __  __  __  cchhiillddrreenn  
99..  GGoodd  __  __  __  __  HHiiss  oonnllyy  SSoonn  ttoo  pprroovvee  HHiiss  
lloovvee  ffoorr  aall  mmaannkkiinndd..  

  

""FFoorr  ''wwhhooeevveerr  ccaallllss  oonn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  
LLOORRDD  sshhaallll  bbee  ssaavveedd..''""  

((RRoommaannss  1100::1133))  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Too many people spend money they 
haven’t earned, to buy things they 
don’t want, to impress people they 
don’t like. 
 

Going to church doesn’t make you a 
Christian any more than standing in a 
garage makes you a car. 
 

Don’t raise your voice, improve your 
argument. 
 

Don’t do something permanently 
stupid just because you’re 
temporarily upset. 
 

Never let the things you want make 
you forget the things you have. 
 

No one looks back on their life and 
remembers the nights they got plenty 
of sleep. 
 

I’ve learned that people will forget 
what you said, people will forget what 
you did, but people will never forget 
how you made them feel. 
 

My Way or God’s Way?  
“As for God, His way is perfect; 

The word of the LORD is 
proven; He is a shield to all 

who trust in Him.” 
(Psalms 18:30) 
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JOHN 3: 1-18 SHORT             
SHOTS 
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((SShhaarree  tthhiiss  wwiitthh  aa  ffrriieenndd))  
 

Mailed to inmates and others all over the state of Texas and beyond. 
Also published on the Internet! 

The Lord Jesus Christ said, “You MMMUUUSSSTTT be born again.” 
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Some Christians who are only 
and sufficiently a part of the 
church the Lord is building, of 
which all and only His children 
are members (Acts 2:47) 
P.O. Box 1181 
Joshua, TX 76058 

SEND YOUR TESTIMONY  
FOR JESUS CHRIST TO... 

AAARRREEE   YYYOOOUUU   JJJUUUSSSTTT      
SSSPPPIIINNNNNNIIINNNGGG   YYYOOOUUURRR   WWWHHHEEEEEELLLSSS!!!   
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